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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

 
Easter Sunday 

April 4, 2021 

“Welcome Visitors and Members!” 

(Visitors, you may find helpful information on the back cover.) 
Focus:  Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! 

Order of Worship 

Opening Response 

P: Christ has indeed been raised from the dead! 
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P: We worship God the Father 
C: Whose love sent him for us and for our salvation; 

P: We worship God the Son 
C: Who first lived in our place and died as our Substitute; 

P We worship the Holy Spirit 
C: Who sustained Him and worked in us the faith to 

believe in Him. Amen!    



2 

 
  



3 

Our Confession of Sin and Assurance of Forgiveness  
P: It is especially good and right on this holiest of days to join with 

believers of the past and all the host of heaven to praise the living 
Lord. 

P: "I will praise you, O LORD.   
 Although you were angry with me, 
C: your anger has turned away 
 and you have comforted me. 
P: Surely God is my salvation; 
 I will trust and not be afraid. 
C: The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song; 
 He has become my salvation."  (Isaiah 12:1,2) 
 
P: "Holy, holy, holy 
 is the Lord God Almighty, 
C: who was, and is, and is to come."  (Revelation 4:8) 
 
P: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
 and honor and glory and praise!" 
C: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because 

you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation. 

P: You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 
C: and they will reign on the earth."  (Revelation 5:12,9-10) 
 
P: "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and 

of his Christ, 
C: and he will reign forever and ever."  (Revelation 11:15) 
 
P: "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! She has become a home for 

demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, 
C: Come out of her, my people, 
 so that you will not share in her sins, 
 so that you will not receive any of her plagues."  (Revelation 18:2,4) 
 
P: "Hallelujah! 
 For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
C: Let us rejoice and be glad 
 and give him glory!"  (Revelation 19:6,7) 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
you conquered death and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that 
we, who have been raised with him through baptism, may walk in 
the newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit 
be dominion and praise now and forever. 

 

 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 25:6-9 
6On this mountain 
the LORD of Armies will prepare for all peoples 
a banquet of rich food, 
a banquet of aged wines, 
with the best cuts of meat, 
and with the finest wines. 
7On this mountain 
he will destroy the shroud that covers all peoples, 
the burial cloth stretched over all nations. 
8He has swallowed up death forever! 
The LORD God will wipe away the tears from every face.c 
He will take away the shame of his people throughout the 
earth. 
For the LORD has spoken. 
9On that day it will be said, 
“Look, here is our God! 
We waited for him, and he saved us! 
This is the LORD! 
We waited for him. 
Let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation!” 
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Psalm 118 
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New Testament Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:19–26 
19If our hope in Christ applies only to this life, we are the 
most pitiful people of all.  
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since death 
came by a man, the resurrection of the dead also is going to 
come by a man. 22For as in Adam they all die, so also in 
Christ they all will be made alive. 23But each in his own 
order: Christ as the firstfruits and then Christ’s people, at his 
coming. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over the 
kingdom to God the Father, after he has done away with 
every other ruler and every other authority and power. 25For 
he must reign “until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet.” 26Death is the last enemy to be done away with. 
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Gospel Reading:  Mark 16:1-8 

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome bought spices so they could go 
and anoint Jesus. 2Very early on the first day of the week, at 
sunrise, they went to the tomb. 3They were saying to each 
other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance to the 
tomb for us?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, 
which was very large, had been rolled away. 
5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in 
a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were 
alarmed. 6He said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You are 
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 
risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7But 
go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into 
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’”  
8They went out and hurried away from the tomb, trembling 
and perplexed. They said nothing to anyone, because they 
were afraid. 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is,  

 seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 

 of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

 true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one being with the Father.  

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation, he came down 

 from heaven,  

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

  Mary,  

  and became fully human.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

 Pilate.  

 He suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance 

 with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living 

 and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

 worshiped  and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

 Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the 

 forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead   

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sermon Text:  John 20:19-23 
19On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples 
were together behind locked doors because of their fear of 
the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, 
“Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 
21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the 
Father has sent me, I am also sending you.” 22After saying 
this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. 
Whenever you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven. 

Sermon Theme:  Life-Giving Hands 
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Responsive Prayer 
P: Heavenly Father, God of grace, you have brought us into a new 

and living hope by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 
C: Christ is risen! 

P: For as in Adam all died, so in Christ all will be made alive. 
C: He is risen indeed! 

P: He was delivered over to death for our sins and raised to life for 
our justification. 

C: Alleluia! 

P: We marvel at the love you showed by your willingness to sacrifice 
your Son to pay for our sins; we bow down in adoration at your 
mighty power, which raised him from the dead. 

C: We praise you for sending the true Life and Light into the world. 
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P: Lord Jesus, God of grace, you have filled our hearts with 
resurrection joy by your victory over sin, death, and the grave. 

C: You have conquered the darkness and given us comfort and 
hope. 

P: With the Church of every age, we offer you unending praise, 
for you have crushed Satan's head and have removed our guilt. 

C: You are risen! 

P: Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come to you for 
rest, knowing that because of your perfect redemption there is 
now no condemnation for us. 

C: You are risen indeed! 

P: Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us the joy 
of our salvation. 

C: Alleluia! 

P: Holy Spirit, God of grace, you have called us by the gospel and 
brought us to saving faith in our risen Lord. 

C: We glorify you for opening our eyes to see the light of life. 

P: Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
C: He is risen! 

P: As we journey through life, make us yearn for the day when 
you will give eternal life to us and all believers in Christ. 

C: He is risen indeed! 

P: Work through us as we proclaim the saving message of the 
crucified and risen Jesus near and far, so that many others may 
hear your call, obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, and 
join us before the throne of our God and of the Lamb. 

C:  Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia! Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours  
 now and forever. Amen.  
 

Preparation for Communion 
P: What do we believe Jesus gives us in the Lord’s Supper? 
 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 

bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

C: Sing Hymn 742:1 (next page) 

P: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

C: Sing Hymn 742:2 

P: What do we believe we give God in the Lord’s Supper? 
Nothing. 

C: Sing Hymn 742:3 

P: Before we kneel in humble awe and receive this gift of grace, 
this very personal and real assurance of God’s love and 
forgiveness, we sing: 

C: Sing Hymn 742:4-5 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Distribution Hymn:  152 (next page) 
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Hymn of Thanksgiving:  (next page) 
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Benediction 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 
another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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This Week at St. John’s:  March 28, 2021 

SERVING US TODAY 
Greeters:  Jean Goetz & Virginia Marg 

Ushers:  Team 4- Rex Roehl’s team 
Altar Guild:  Pat Strangfeld 

Donating Bulletins:  Rachel Anderson for Ella’s birthday 
Donating Website in April:  Gloria Hamm 
 
SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY 
Greeters:  Judith Quicker & Nancy Hagedorn 

Ushers:  Team 1- Joel Zschernitz’ team 
Altar Guild:  Judy Quicker 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Sunday School:  There is no Sunday School today. Classes 
will resume next Sunday. 

Bible Class:  There is no Bible Class today. Class will resume 

next Sunday. 

Tuesday Worship:  We will resume our Tuesday evening 

worship services starting on Tuesday, April 13th. 

Free-Will Donations:  Today we will be taking a free-will 
collection for the Living Stones Youth Group, who would 

normally have been providing our Easter breakfast, which we 
are not having this year due to Covid concerns.  

Student of the Week:  The student of the week 
is Abigail Backaus. Abby is in 5th Grade. She has 
been setting a good example for her fellow 

classmates, is a hard worker, listens and follows 
directions well, and is respectful. 

Congratulations, Abby! 

School/ELC Schedule:  There will be NO 
SCHOOL for 3K-8th Grade April 5th through April 

9th, as we enjoy our spring break. 

THE ELC WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY, APRIL 5TH. The ELC 

will be open the rest of this week for childcare. 

FIC:  The April edition of “Forward In Christ” is available in the 
entryway. 

Calendars:  April church calendars are available in the 
entryway. 

Hospitalized:  Bob Cords, who was hospitalized in Marshfield, 
has returned home for now. He will be going into the hospital 
again this week for surgery. Let’s keep him in our prayers. 

Al Bearder will be hospitalized this week for back surgery. Let’s 
keep him and his wife Jana in our prayers.  

Special Gifts:  $25.00 was given in memory of Irv Marg to the 
general fund, and $50.00 was given in memory of Bill Naedler 

to the choir/bell fund. Thank you! 

Playground Fundraiser:  We wanted to give the members of 
our congregation, along with families and children in our school 

and ELC, a chance to help raise money for our playground over 
the month of April. We are offering Berres Brothers coffee, 

personalized to our school with special names. We are selling 
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10 oz. bags and K-cups of a variety of coffees for $10 each. 
Order forms are available on the table in the entryway. Please 

spread the word and ask family members and friends to help 
us out. The last day to order is May 6th. Order forms and 

checks can be turned in to the school office. All proceeds will 
go to the ELC playground fund. 

Repair Projects:  We are keeping in mind two repair projects 

that are in need of our attention in the near future, the 
parsonage and the church windows. So far, $1,450.70 has 

been given toward parsonage repair, and $200.00 has been 
given to the church window project. Thank you!  

In Focus:  Several copies of the spring edition of “In Focus,” 

put out by Martin Luther College, are available on the table in 
the entryway. Please feel free to pick one up. 

Easter Mealtime Prayer:  Perhaps you may care to use this 
prayer before your Easter meal today. 

Dear Lord Jesus Christ, 

One of the traditional prayers we pray before a meal is: 
“Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest and let these gifts to us be 

blessed.” Today, we realize why this is something we can pray. 
On this day we celebrate your resurrection from the dead. 

Today we celebrate your victory over sin, death and Satan. 
Had it not been for your death and resurrection, we would live 
in constant fear of you and would not want to invite you to be 

present with us. Our sin would cause you to only come in your 
anger and judgment, not to bless us, but to harm us. But 

again, today we know you have successfully carried our sins, 
paid for them and that your heavenly Father accepted your 
payment for all of them. Today, body and soul, we are relieved 

that you are now pleased to be able to take us to heaven. May 
all of us simply believe this is true because your Word says 

that it is. 

So, today, we do ask you to come and be our guest, knowing 
you want only to bless us. Added to that, we also give thanks 

for all you’ve done for us, and also for this food that sustains 
our bodies. With our whole lives may we live to your glory. 

Amen! 

Worship the Lord with Gladness:  Sunday Worship:  97 

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth: 

Thankoffering Given Last Week:  $7,942.22  
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St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 
711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Email:  stjohns1886@gmail.com   

Website:  www.stjohnsneillsville.com 
Facebook (church):  www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/ 
Facebook (school):  www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/ 

Tim Biebert, Pastor:  715-743-3015; 1fisheromen@gmail.com 
--Church Office:  715-743-2944 

Mike Allard, Principal:  715-937-7534; allardmj1@gmail.com 
--School Office:  715-743-2501 
John Hagedorn, Chairman:  715-743-4653; 

hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com 
Worship Schedule:  Sundays at 9:00am & Tuesdays at 6:00pm 

Worship Broadcast-Cable Ch. 977:  Sun-10:30am & Mon-7pm 
 

"Welcome Visitors & Members!" 

To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our 
sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our 
welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be 
part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior. 
To assist you in worship, personal listening devices are available 
for anyone to use. Please talk to the ushers for assistance.  
Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or 
school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be 
delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he 
can. 
We love seeing young children in church as we want families to 
worship together. We also love to hear children making a "joyful 
noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy for feeding an infant 
or changing a diaper, please make use of our parents' room off the 
north side of the entryway where you can still listen to the service. 
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